St Francis Xavier
Catholic Parish of Ballina

Respecting a traditional people of this land, the Bundjalung people

St Francis Xavier Church,

Cnr Cherry & Crane Streets,

Ballina

Holy Family Church,

94 Ballina Street,
Lennox Head.

23rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time (A)

Happy Fathers' Day

Parish Weekend Mass
Times

St Francis Xavier Church
Ballina (45 people)

Saturday Vigil — 5.00 pm
Sunday — 9.00 am
Sunday — 11.00 am
Holy Family Church

Lennox Head (20 people)

Saturday Vigil—5.00 pm
Sunday—7.30 am
PLEASE REGISTER AT
PARISH OFFICE TO ATTEND
a weekend Mass by phoning
66811048
by Friday at 3.00 pm
WEEKDAY MASS:

At St Francis Xavier Church
TUESDAY to FRIDAY
12 noon (45 people)
Please register with Parish Office

RECONCILIATION
9.00 am Saturday
St Francis Xavier Church
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Feast

Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Tuesday
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Correct with care

As his ship sailed through the heavy fog, the
captain remained on the bridge and put his
crew on high alert. Soon, one of the look-
outs reported a light to starboard and the
light remained steady. Another ship was
coming toward them and on a dangerous
course that would result in a collision. The
captain radioed the other ship to change
course.

Back came the terse answer, “Advise that
you change course. This is a lighthouse!”
The captain changed course.

Today’s gospel reading addresses the issue

bonds of communion are not to be compro-
mised or diluted. Excommunication from
this community is a drastic step and not to
be undertaken lightly. Perhaps, in the past,
we have been too eager to excommunicate
people. Over time the people of God have
learned to be more open, tolerant and for-
giving. These are welcome developments.
However, it is also true that, as Church, we
have lost some of the appetite to confront
our wayward and obstinate members. Per-
haps we have overvalued individuality and
neglected to properly appreciate the vital

of what to do about a mem-
ber of the Christian commu-
nity who has sinned seriously
but refuses to amend his or
her ways and remains recal-
citrant. It tells us to be like
the lighthouse keeper and
advise a change of course to
avoid going aground on the
rocks of error.

The gospel further advises
that we need to exercise this
responsibility with sensitivi-
ty. Don’t blaze away with both barrels of
reproof. Don’t pass the buck. Instead, take
courage, speak personally, one-to-one with
the offending member and help him or her
to see the error of their ways. Be ready to
exercise liberal forgiveness. If this fails, go
with two or three reliable and mature Chris-
tians who may persuade a change of heart.
If this second attempt is unsuccessful, that
person is to be excluded from the Christian
community i.e. excommunicated.
Communion in faith and morals is the deep-
est vocation of God’s people — the Church.
We are one family under God and those
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role community occupies in
Christ’s  vision for his
Church.

We must, of course, continue
to value the individual person
and respect that person’s
rights and choices. But it is
plainly wrong to condone
and accept opinions and life
choices that contradict Je-
sus’s teachings and bring
disrespect and harm to the
unity and peace of God’s

people.

The gospel advises us to take courage and to
confront and challenge the intransigent
members of our Christian community. It
insists that we confront them but in a sensi-
tive manner that demonstrates both our love
and care for the offending person and our
love and care for the Christian community.
We must not resile from our Christian duty
to be a ‘lighthouse’ to steer our misguided
Christian brothers and sisters from the rocks
of error.

Michael Gilbert CSsR
© Majellan 2020

Our Parish Churches are both registered Covid-19 Safe places of worship .

Catholics from the Diocese of Lismore are dispensed from their
Sunday Mass obligation until further notice.

PRESBYTERY:  Phone: 6686 2042

Assistant Priest: Father Anselm Okeke
Pastoral Associate: Sr Kathryn Sweeney rsj, Email: kathryn@sfxballina.org.au
Parish Youth Group Coordinator: Amelia Kearney

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL:
PARISH ADMINISTRATION CENTRE:

Email: parishcouncil@sfxballina.org.au
Phone: 6681 1048; Fax: 6686 8774; Email: admin@sfxballina.org.au

Administrator of Ballina Parish: Father Peter Padsungay

Mon to Fri 8:30 am - 4:00 pm - 53-57 Cherry Street - Postal Address: PO Box 46 Ballina 2478

PARISH LIBRARY:
SCHOOLS:

www.sfxballina.org.au

Library available to parishioners Mon to Fri 9 am - 4 pm;

St Francis Xavier Primary: 6686 3370 - Swift St, Ballina

Holy Family Primary: 6687 5311- 40 Isabella Drive, Skennars Head
Xavier Catholic College: 6687 6484 - 2 Redford Drive, Skennars Head
St Anne’s Long Day Care Centre: 6687 5961- 42 Isabella Drive, Skennars Head

AGED CARE:

Crowley Care Services: 1300 139 099 - 154 Cherry St, Ballina




PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR RECENTLY DECEASED: Lloyd Cuthbert, Marie Maloney Valerie McCoy, Anne
McCarthy, Sr Kathleen Price rsj,

THOSE WHOSE ANNIVERSARIES OCCUR AT THIS TIME: Pierre Bonello, Marie O’Brien, Colin O’Brien,
Raymond Peacock,

AND ALSO FOR: James & Mary Rogers, Cath Waddell, C & S Hosie, Mick & Gwynne Waugh, Carolina Bordin,
Armando Bordin, Rina, Charlie & James Volpatti, Thama Walker, Kathleen Kelly, Bill & Jean Shay, Cecilia & Bill
Condon Snr, Stan & Mary McKeough, Members of the SVAP Conference & Auxiliary & for all faithful departed.

AND FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL: Patrick Connelly, Kath Hankinson, Patricia Evans, Margaret Perkins (Tweed Heads),
Barbara Smith, Greg Campbell, June Ianna, John Heaton, Cheryl Felsch, Reanna Mulholland (Dubai), Corazon Accon, Nola
Johnson, Kath Young, Barbara Perry, Michael Patch, Gloria Greguric, Pauline McLachlan, Michael Daley, Chanice Wills, Julie
Benton, Arthur Potter, Shokat Forghani & family, Margaret Murphy, Robert Sullivan, Terry Moore, Margaret Pyne, Kathleen
Campbell, Kaia Randall, Darcy Martin, Charlie Clements, Charlie Scotcher, (Aunty) Julia Paden, Rev Ray Fishwick, Glenn
Campbell, Jan Kelly, Kay Harth, Maria Gorton, Peter & Reba Smidt, Asha Ousby (2 yrs), Jeanie Marie Curry, Fay Kerslake,
Darryl Simpkins, Betty Albertini, Hilda Carter, Rosemary Russell, John Moreland, Dympna Sheehy, Greg Shore, John
McNamara, Yvonne & Peter Thurtell, Mal Gillies, Cecelia Waldron, Louise Wilson, Michael O’Connor, Moore, Smith, McCowan-
Dann, Webber Families, Layton family, Fitch family, Maria Hosking, Kaley Nobbs, Mick O'Brien, Graham Robertson, Gregory
Thomas, Gloria Greguric, Joy Hepworth, Leo Lane, Mary Topham, Bob Grant, Leisa Wotton, Michael Everson, Pat Evans,
Virginia, Sarah and Peter Kolhbach, Samantha Anderson, Tony Lannan, Crowley Village, St Andrew’s Nursing Home, RSL

THE SACRAMENTS IN OUR PARISH

BAPTISMS: Will be held on Saturday’s at 11.00 am in St Francis Xavier Church. A week’s notice prior to the preferred Baptism is
essential for preparation and nofification to the Priest. Under the current restrictions a maximum of 45 people can be in the Church at any
time. Please contact Parish Admin 6681 1048.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION: TBA

CONFIRMATION: TBA

RECONCILIATION: TBA.

WEDDINGS: In either church. Arrange an appointment with a Priest. Please allow at least 6 months for compulsory preparation.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK: Please contact the Parish Office if anointing is required.

HOSPITAL: If you have a loved one in hospital and require a priest, please contact the parish office 6681 1048.

GUIDELINES WHEN ATTENDING MASS IN BOTH OUR PARISH CHURCHES.

o Ensure you have registered prior to attending Mass by ringing the parish office 6681 1048.
O Your name is marked off our daily list before entering the Church.
o Use hand sanitiser provided at entrance and exit doors.

O Sit on or between the two crosses (X) allocated in the pew to comply with the required social
distancing rules — two people to a pew (families can sit together). Please do not sit at the end of pews.

O 45 people maximum in Ballina Church and 20 people maximum at Lennox Head church at one time.
. 5 x weekend Masses and 4 x weekday Masses are celebrated each week in our parish.
c Our churches are open for private prayer Monday to Friday, please sign the sheet provided when visiting.
L You are very welcome to our places of worship. Thank you.

RESPECT is required at all times for ALL people attending our Churches ....... THANK YOU

THANK YOU to all Parishioners for your continued efforts to maintain your pledge to the Parish Planned
Giving program. Thank you also for your donations to the Presbyterium collection to assist the priests in our
Diocese (15t collection).

Our sincere gratitude to all who give to the Parish and clergy. Father Peter and Father Anselin

THIS WEEK’S COLLECTIONS

Support of our

First Collection Diocese Priests

$ 400.95 O Target

@ Collections|

Second Collection $2,000.00

Support of the Parish &

Loose Plate |$ 180.00

Ministries & $1.00000 7
School Building & Planned Giving $ 1.514.00 $1,000.00 §
Maintenance Fund Envelopes Collected e N §
$500.00 \,‘ i
NE

Planned Giving Envelopes Weekly Target |$ 2,009.00 000 oty saAug | tenAug | 2éhAug | istAuw

DIF PAYS 0.90% PER ANNUM
BALLINA AGENTS: Michael Shay, L J Hooker 87-89 River St Ballina 6686 2711 -
Crowley Admin Office Cherry St Ballina 1300 139 099

SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH BALLINA - PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM: If you are a new parishioner to Ballina or an existing one and you would
like to participate in the Planned Giving Program, cards are available for completion at the Parish Administration Office. Your details will be processed
and a tracking number provided. Contact SFX Parish Admin office on 6681 1048 Monday to Friday 8.30 am to 4.00 pm.

For your convenience we have the option of Direct Debit and/or Envelope contribution.




Parish Notices

PARISH WEEKLY BULLETINS: DUE TO COVID-19 HEALTH REGULATIONS PLEASE TAKE YOUR
BULLETIN HOME OR USE BIN PROVIDED TO DISCARD. DO NOT RETURN OR LEAVE IN CHURCH.

CATECHISTS MEETING
Upper Room, Parish Administration Building
Tuesday 20th October
10.00 am.

THE ROSARY

All Catechists and helpers are encouraged
The Rosary is recited in our parish
Churches on the following days:

to attend.
Saturdays in Ballina from 9.00 am %

Morning Tea provided.
together with the Prayer of the Church. *
Wednesdays in Lennox Head from 8.30 am.
You are Welcome.

BISHOP GREG’S SUNDAY
MASS ON YOUTUBE LIVE i
You are invited to view the Sunday EI“*‘%%
Mass live and on demand from your
devices. You can access the livestream by fol-
lowing the link from lismorediocese.org, or by
going straight to the 'Lismore Diocese' channel on
YouTube, or by pointing the camera on your smart device
to this digital code: Time of Live Streaming:
Sunday ~ 8.00 am
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Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for September
Respect for the Planet's Resources: We pray that the
planet's resources will not be plundered, but shared in a
just and respectful manner.
www.usccb.org/prayer

Season of Creation Pope Francis is encouraging parish-
es and schools to participate in a Season of Creation, com-
mencing September 15t and ending October 4% the Feast
of St Francis of Assisi. We are called to prayer, reflection
and action towards care of our common home, the planet
Earth.
The Holy Spirit is foundational to who we are as a com-
munity. It inspires and informs our work to act for justice
and build inclusive communities. The Spirit’s dynamic
presence embodies our quest for transformation. This is
where the Spirit has called us — and continues to do so. As
we work for renewal, we're inspired by a powerful prayer
by Diarmuid O’Murchu:

Prayer to the Holy Spirit
Come, Holy Spirit, breathe down upon our troubled
world. Shake the tired foundations of our crumbling in-
stitutions. Break the rules that keep you out of all our sa-
cred spaces, and from the dust and rubble, gather up the
seedlings of a new creation.
Come, Holy Spirit, enflame once more the dying
embers of our weariness. Shake us of our complacen-
cy. Whisper our names once more, and scatter your gifts
of grace with wild abandon. Break open the prisons of
our inner being, and let your raging justice be our sign of
liberty.
Come, Holy Spirit, and lead us to places we would
rather not go; expand the horizons of our limited imagi-
nations. Awaken in our souls dangerous dreams for a
new tomorrow, and rekindle in our hearts the fire of
prophetic enthusiasm.
Come, Holy Spirit, whose justice outwits international
conspiracy; whose light outshines spiritual bigot-
ry, whose peace can overcome the destructive potential of
warfare, whose promise invigorates our every effort to
create a new heaven and a new earth, now and forever.
Empowered by the Spirit, we continue the mission
entrusted to us. Come, Holy Spirit, Come!
Liturgy Help

UNABLE TO ATTEND MASS WOULD
YOU LIKE HOLY COMMUNION AT
YOUR HOME? Father Anselm is offering to
take Holy Communion to those in our Parish
<= who are unable to attend a weekday Mass or
Sunday Mass. This will be available on Mon-
days between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon.
If you know of someone who would appreciate receiving
Holy Communion please ring the Parish Admin Centre on
6681 1048.
Due to the uncertainty of the duration of the pandemic
and people missing their Sacraments, Father Anselm is
hoping to reach these parishioners.
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ACBC National Virtual Men’s Gathering
Brothers, what must we do?
DISCUSSION GROUP THURSDAY,

10th SEPTEMBER 2020
Anawim Room
Parish Administration Centre
Registration Essential and Free
to: bpbb3282@bigpond.net.au
Details provided to all registrants.
Further information: www.catholicmensgathering.com.au

Blessing Prayer for Fathers
Lord God, who is Father of all,
send your blessing down on these men who are fathers.
For those who in the night worry for their child,
grant them your comfort.
For those who in the day work and struggle to provide for
their child,
send them your strength.
For those who mourn a child,
hold them in your love.
For those who play, laugh, sing and dance with their child,
you share in their joy.
Lord God, who is Father of all,
walk with these fathers, in the light times and the dark.
Bless them, and may they each be a living symbol of your
fatherly love a symbol to :
their children and all who
they encounter.
We make this prayer
through Christ our Lord.
Amen. Liturgy Help © 2020

‘HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY AND MANY BLESSINGS’
TO ALL FATHERS IN OUR PARISH

From Father Peter and Father Anselm.

Prayer of the Church and Rosary: is held every Saturday at 9.00 am St Francis Xavier Church
Ballina CCR Intercession Mondays from 9.30 am to 10.30 am in the Anawim Room.
Prayer Meeting: Mondays 2.15 10 4.00 pm in the Anawim Room

Cenacle, Marian Movement of Priests ~ Ballina Cenacle if you would like to join this prayer group
Please contact the Parish Administration Office for further details 6681 1048



mailto:bpbb3282@bigpond.net.au
http://www.catholicmensgathering.com.au/

First Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9
A reading from the prophet Ezekiel

The word of the Lord was addressed to me as follows,
‘Son of man, I have appointed you as sentry to the
House of Israel. When you hear a word from my
mouth, warn them in my name. If I say to a wicked
man: Wicked wretch, you are to die, and you do not
speak to warn the wicked man to renounce his ways,
then he shall die for his sin, but I will hold you re-
sponsible for his death. If, however, you do warn a
wicked man to renounce his ways and repent, and he
does not repent, then he shall die for his sin, but you
yourself will have saved your life.’

The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm

(R.) O that today you would listen to his
voice! Harden not your hearts.

1. Come, ring out our joy to the Lord;
hail the rock who saves us.

Let us come before him, giving thanks,
with songs let us hail the Lord. (R.)

2. Come in; let us bow and bend low;

let us kneel before the God who made us
for he is our God and we

the people who belong to his pasture,
the flock that is led by his hand. (R.)

3. O that today you would listen to his voice!
‘Harden not your hearts as at Meribah,

as on that day at Massah in the desert

when your fathers put me to the test;

when they tried me, though they saw my work.” (R)

Second Reading: Romans 13:8-10
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans

Avoid getting into debt, except the debt of mutual
love. If you love your fellow men you have carried out
your obligations. All the commandments: You shall
not commit adultery, you shall not kill, you shall not

steal, you shall not covet, and so on, are summed up
in this single command: You must love your neigh-
bour as yourself. Love is the one thing that cannot
hurt your neighbour; that is why it is the answer to
every one of the commandments.

The Word of the Lord
Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, alleluia!

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself;
and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrust-
ed to us.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 18:15-20

A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If your brother does
something wrong, go and have it out with him alone,
between your two selves. If he listens to you, you
have won back your brother. If he does not listen,
take one or two others with you: the evidence of two
or three witnesses is required to sustain any charge.
But if he refuses to listen to these, report it to the
community; and if he refuses to listen to the commu-
nity, treat him like a pagan or a tax collector.

‘I tell you solemnly, whatever you bind on earth shall
be considered bound in heaven; whatever you loose
on earth shall be considered loosed in heaven.

‘I tell you solemnly once again, if two of you on earth
agree to ask anything at all, it will be granted to you
by my Father in heaven. For where two or three meet
in my name, I shall be there with them.’

The Gospel of the Lord

HESVET

MASKS: It is recommended by State Government and
endorsed by Bishop Greg to wear a mask while at Mass.

Low Gluten Hosts are available from the Priest at all
weekend Masses.

An Act of Spiritual Communion : My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament. I love

You above all things, and I long for You in my soul. Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at
least spiritually into my heart. As though You have already come, I embrace You and unite myself entirely to

You; never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
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SAINT FRANCIS XAVIER PARISH ~ 1st & 2nd COLLECTIONS
Parishioners are able to continue their contribution to our clergy and the parish if they wish by
following the following information.

* By completing a form available from the Parish Office to have a credit card deduction each month

for your Planned Giving Donation ONLY
* By making an EFTPOS donation—
1st Collection to Ballina Presbyterium
BSB: 082 522 A/c 50960 2127 ref: your name
2nd Collection to St Francis Xavier Parish

BSB 082 522 A/c 50960 3218 Please ensure you use your Planed Giving number as reference

* By completing a form that allows your bank to deduct your gift from your account into the
account of the Parish, available from the Parish Office or, place your envelopes in the baskets

provided in the church or bring them to the Parish Office at your convenience.

Thank you

lnvest with peace of mind
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www.dif.org.au 1800 802 516  DIOCESAN INVESTMENT FUND
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